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Words from…
The President
No meeting this month since our gem and mineral show is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday,
April 21 – 22. A lot of online calendars and other media sources have picked up the show
announcement so we are expecting a really big turnout this year. Try to come at least one day, if you
can…and bring your family and friends!
If you are supplying door prizes for the show and have not yet given them to John Webber, please
bring them directly to the show. Thanks.
JoAn

Announcements
Jewelry Workshop – JoAn Lambert will be hosting a Frangipani Caterpillar Bracelet workshop at
1:00 PM on Saturday, April 28 at the fellowship hall. She will be bringing the printed patterns, but
you’ll need to bring your own supplies. The following list of supplies will make one 7 ½ bracelet:
60 4mm faceted beads
Size 11 seed beads
Size 14 seed beads or charlottes
½” clasp bead or button

Size 12 beading needle
Size D beading thread or silamide
Scissors
Beeswax or Thread Heaven

Note: If you’d like a longer bracelet, you’ll need to buy extra 4mm beads. The seed beads can be the
same color as the 4mm beads or you can use gold or silver.

Upcoming Shows
April 21 – 22

Dothan Gem & Mineral Show

Dothan, AL

April 28 – 29

Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show

Memphis, TN

May 11 – 13

Georgia Mineral Society Show

Marietta, GA

Source: www.amfed.org/sfms/

3380688Minutes – March 2012 – by Secretary
Meeting
The meeting was called to order by club President, JoAn Lambert, at 2:03 PM. She wished our March members Happy
Birthday. JoAn was one of our March birthdays. We had 27 members in attendance.
CORRESPONDENCE: The club received two catalogs that JoAn circulated during the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS: Minutes from the February meeting were approved. JoAn checked that everyone received the newsletter.
Diane Rodenhizer presented a treasury report.
NEW BUSINESS: Most new business involved the upcoming Gem & Mineral Show. Our show chair, Arnie Lambert, said it
looks like we will have a pretty full house with a few new vendors. Diane, Joan Blackwell, and Ellen Webber gave updates
on publicity for the show. The electronic billboard design is great. It will be active for two weeks prior to the show. Print ads
will be out the week prior to the show. Joan brought in color posters and flyers, Ellen & John brought in banners and Jeff
DeRoche brought in signs. Signs will go up 1 - 1.5 weeks prior to the show. The show announcement has been picked up
by 70+ websites in AL, GA, FL, MS & SC that list local events or gem shows. JoAn has been collecting items for show door
prizes. So far, Jeff, Diane, Margie Cody, Arnie & JoAn have donated items.
IF YOU STILL HAVE ITEMS TO DONATE FOR DOOR PRIZES OR SILENT AUCTIONS, PLEASE BRING THEM TO THE
SHOW.
The club voted to restock meeting door prizes at the April show. Arnie volunteered to take care of that. The club also voted
to accept the design printed on the club T-shirts as our official logo. It will be put on the newsletter and the website. Arnie
gave kudos to the website for our front page and gallery updates.
SHOW & TELL: Arnie brought in a really large, beautiful amethyst quartz specimen from Brazil, some of the aventurine he
sliced for me, and a really nice piece of rose quartz from the Hogg mine dig. Ken Wilson had two trays of samples he
collected on the Hogg mine trip. Steven Ward, Dave Shirah and I all brought in Hogg mine finds, too. We found every color
of quartz imaginable, book mica, moonstone and some nice pieces of beryl. LJ Ward showed a dried armadillo tail, a knife
and some really pretty wire wrapped cabochons he made. Margie brought some green mookaite from Utah, petrified wood
from TX and agate from AZ. Shad Gibbons showed a sample of ironwood and a gorgeous bird carved from ironwood. He
also had a big piece of firecracker obsidian. Bill Tharpe brought in a tray of cabochons and faceted stones he made. There
was everything from paint rock to labradorite. I brought a cabochon I made at Arnie’s cab class (my very first).
PROGRAM: While no program was presented, we spent time discussing various club activities. Arnie presented an after
school program on gems and minerals at Dauphin Jr. High in Enterprise on March 21. He said there were 30-40 students
and they really enjoyed the class, especially the hands-on portion. He took two tables of minerals and black lights for
florescent examinations. Ken, our Field Trip Chair, gave a brief synopsis of our Hogg Mine trip on March 17.
Bill brought in the club T-shirts we ordered from his son, Dwayne Tharpe. Kudos to Dwayne; the T-shirts were perfect. All
but two were passed out at the meeting. I will catch up with the last two folks at the show. Bill is moving, so he also brought
a pickup load of petrified wood and chert to give away to club members. He didn’t have any trouble getting rid of that load. It
was the easiest rockhounding trip I have been on with the club. Bill also donated a huge stack of gem and mineral
magazines for club members to take. Jeff grabbed a bunch to pass out to visitors at our show.
JoAn reminded us about the key tail making class on Saturday, March 31. There will not be a meeting in April due to the
show so our next meeting will be May 27. Meredith Capshaw has volunteered to host the first summer social at her pond on
June 9. While we were milling around and munching on refreshments—graciously provided by Lory Hodges and Laural
Meints—the remaining door prizes in the current stash were given out.
Respectfully submitted by Pat Leduc

Learning Series: Alabama’s Rocks and Minerals – The “Super Sites”

Clay County
Comprising approximately 605 square miles, Clay County lies in the east-central
part of the state, wholly within the Piedmont Upland physiographic region. It is
bounded to the north by Cleburne County, to the east by Randolph County, to the
south by Tallapoosa and Coosa counties, and to the west by Talladega County.
The majority of the western half of Clay County lies within the Talladega National
Forrest. The Ketchepedrakee Creek, a tributary of the Tallapoosa River, flows
through the northern half of the county, and the Little Hillabee Creek, a tributary
of the Coosa River, flows through the southern half. Hatchett Creek flows from
north to south through the county.
Due to its hilly terrain and lack of rich land, early settlers to the area tended to be
poor farmers. During the antebellum period, the land was characterized by small
farms of less than 50 acres with corn being the major crop. The economy later
switched to mining and manufacturing, as mines, timber firms, and chicken plants
moved into the area. The county remains one of the most rural and sparsely
populated counties in Alabama.
The Talladega National Forest offers several outdoor opportunities for nature lovers. Parts of Cheaha
State Park are located in the northern section of the county and portions of the Odum and Pinhoti trails
pass through the county. Lake Wedowee, also known as Harris Lake, is a 10,000-acre impoundment of
the Tallapoosa River located along the eastern edge of the county. The lake is home to Flat Rock Park, a
swimming, hiking, and fishing area.
Super Site Selection Criteria
Clay County was selected as a Super Site for this series on the basis of information reported in Rocks
and Minerals of Alabama – A Guide for Alabama Rockhounds (Circular 38, 1966). At that time, the guide
identified ten different minerals spread across four communities:
Ashland – biotite, muscovite, and garnet were associated with the Hurst Mica Mine off County
Road 31, north of Ashland near Bowden Grove Church.
Coleta – azurite and malachite were found in a road cut near where Clay County Road 7 crosses
Hatchett Creek.
Pyriton – marcasite and pyrite were found along County Road 46 northeast of Pyriton, as well as,
south of the highway near an old smelter site situated next to a creek. Garnet was also said to be
available south of Pyriton in the Erin community.
Rebecca-Talledega – conglomerate and quartzite were found off Clay County Road 7 in the Bull
Gap area, reachable by USFS 607-1.

Featured Rocks and Minerals
Azurite – Cu3(CO3)2(OH)2 – a hydrous copper carbonate mineral.
Azurite owes its name, to its azure-blue color and from the Persian word
"lazhward", meaning blue. It forms in the upper oxidized zone of copper-bearing
rocks where it has been deposited by carbonated waters and frequently occurs
with malachite. In fact they are chemical twins. The only difference is that azurite
holds less water than malachite.

A member of the monoclinic system, azurite is a transparent to translucent mineral with a dull, vitreous
luster. It is relatively soft (Mohs – 3.5 – 4.0) and has good cleavage in two directions. Fracture is
conchoidal and streak is light-blue. It often occurs as irregular masses similar to malachite, but more
frequently as bladed crystals. Other forms are massive, crusty, radiating, fibrous, columnar, stalactitic,
thin needles and ball-like aggregates. It also occurs in dense groups of tabular or prismatic crystals.
Azurite commonly forms pseudomorphs over other minerals, retaining the original crystal shape of that
mineral. It is soluble in nitric or hydrochloric acid, with effervescence.
Azurite's low hardness limits its use as a gem, but the better specimens are often cut and polished for
ornaments. It has primarily been used throughout history in ground form as an art pigment. This mineral
has also been used as a dye for fabrics.
Biotite – K(Mg,Fe)3AlSi3O10(F,OH)2 – a potassium magnesium-iron-aluminum
silicate belonging to the mica family.
Biotite was named for French mineralogist and physicist Jean-Baptiste Biot
(1774-1862), who, in 1816, researched the optical properties of mica and
discovered many of its unique characteristics. It is often called ―black mica‖ or
―iron mica‖ because of its dark green, brown, or black color and generally
occurs as small thin plates, lamellar masses, or disseminated scales. It
differs from "white mica" (muscovite), though both form side-by-side in some
instances.
A member of the monoclinic system, biotite is a transparent to translucent mineral with a vitreous to
pearly luster. It is a soft mineral (Mohs – 2.5) and has perfect cleavage in one direction, producing thin
sheets or flakes. It streaks white. Biotite is a common rock forming mineral, being present in at least some
percentage in most igneous rocks, and both regional and contact metamorphic rocks. Like other micas, it
has a layered structure of iron magnesium aluminum silicate sheets weakly bonded together by layers of
potassium ions. These potassium ion layers are what produce the perfect cleavage. Single large plates
or "books" of biotite can grow to considerable size and can make impressive mineral specimens. The
sheets are flexible and elastic, meaning they can be bent and will flex back to original shape. The sides of
the crystal often tend to tapper and can have a ―hard-candy-that-has-been-sucked-on‖ look.
Biotite has little commercial use, but it is sometimes substituted for muscovite mica in roofing materials
and is sometimes used as a surface treatment in decorative concrete, plaster and other construction
materials. It is also used in the potassium-argon method of dating igneous rocks.
Conglomerate – a sedimentary rock comprised of pebbles and boulders
cemented together by silica, calcite, or limonite.
Conglomerate can have a variety of compositions. As a clastic sedimentary rock
it can contain clasts of any rock material or weathering product that is washed
downstream or down current. The large, rounded clasts (greater than two
millimeters in diameter) can be mineral particles such as quartz, or they can be
sedimentary, metamorphic or igneous rock fragments. Hard rocks are more
common, but soft rocks and clay conglomerates are known. The matrix that binds
the clasts together can be a mixture of sand, mud and chemical cement.
Conglomerate is formed almost entirely under water conditions. The rounded shape of the clasts reveal
they have been tumbled by running water or moving waves; it takes a strong current to transport particles
this large. There must also be a source of large-size sediment particles somewhere up current. The
extent of the deposit generally indicates the environment under which it was formed. If the deposit is of
limited extent, it usually denotes an old stream channel. If the deposit is large in area, it was probably
formed on an old beach. Conglomerate beds may range in thickness from a few inches to many feet.
In Alabama, most of the conglomerate is found in the consolidated rocks of the Paleozoic area; however,
small stream deposits cemented by limonite are found in the Piedmont area and a few widely scattered
occurrences have been reported in the Coastal Plain area.

Conglomerate has very few commercial uses. Its inability to break cleanly makes it a poor candidate for
dimension stone and its variable composition makes it a rock of unreliable physical strength and
durability. Conglomerate can be crushed to make a fine aggregate that can be used where a lowperformance material is suitable. Conglomerate has been quarried for the gravel it contains and for use
as ornamental stone, but usually it is mined to extract heavy minerals such as gold. Analysis of
conglomerate can sometimes be used as a prospecting tool. For example, most diamond deposits are
hosted in kimberlite. If a conglomerate contains clasts of kimberlite then the source of that kimberlite must
be somewhere upstream.
Garnet – a group of complex minerals composed of silicates of calcium, iron, manganese, aluminum,
chromium, and titanium.
The common garnets can be divided into two subgroups:
Group 1: Garnets containing aluminum (Al) as their second element.
Pyrope – Mg3Al2Si3O12 – magnesium aluminum silicate
Almandine – Fe2+3Al2Si3O12 – iron aluminum silicate
Spessartine – Mn3Al2Si3O12 – manganese aluminum silicate
Group 2: Garnets containing calcium (Ca) as their first element.
Grossular – Ca3Al2Si3O12 – calcium aluminum silicate
Andradite – Ca3Fe3+2Si3O12 – calcium iron silicate
Uvarovite – Ca3Cr2Si3O12 – calcium chromium silicate
The garnet members form intermediary minerals between each member. They vary only slightly in
physical properties, and some of the members may be so similar that they are indistinguishable from one
another without x-ray analysis. Garnets may even intergrow within a single crystal. For example, the
magnesium in Pyrope may be partially replaced by some iron from Almandine or by some manganese
from Spessartine. However, between the two groups of garnets, it is much rarer for them to intermingle.
As a group, garnet is hard (Mohs – 6.5 – 8.0) and tends to break up into irregular grains which can make
it difficult to extract from hard rock. A member of the isometric system it has a vitreous luster and a
colorless streak. It is a transparent to translucent mineral with the transparent specimens being highly
prized as gemstones. Garnet is most often found in metamorphic rocks, especially in schist and gneiss,
but may be found in pegmatite. It is found most often as crystals, but may occur in small masses. Colors
vary, but dark red or reddish brown is most common. The color and mode of occurrence will often indicate
which of the garnet species is present.
In Alabama, small garnet crystals occur in numerous places throughout the Piedmont area but are so
scattered in the schist and other rocks that they are difficult to collect
Garnets with a high hardness are used as an abrasive and can be made into sandpaper known as Garnet
Paper. Well formed crystals and interesting aggregates are very popular among mineral collectors.
Malachite – Cu2CO3(OH)2 – a copper carbonate mineral.
Malachite gets its name from the Greek word "moloche", meaning mallow, a
reference to the mineral's leaf-green color. It is widely found in nature. In fact,
the green patina on weathered copper roofs is a form of malachite. It is easily
recognized by its bright green color and common botryoidal form and can be
distinguished from other green copper minerals by its effervescence in acids.
Malachite is a member of the monoclinic crystal system and has an adamantine
to vitreous luster on fresh surfaces. It is moderately soft (Mohs – 3.5 to 4.0) and
will give a bright green flame when fused. It streaks light green and cleavage is perfect in one direction.

The massive, botryoidal, reniform, and stalactitic forms of malachite have dense growths of tiny, fibrous
needles and are almost always internally banded in different shades of green. Malachite is formed when
carbon dioxide and water weather copper ore, or when copper ore weathers the mineral calcite.
In Alabama, malachite occurs associated with limestone and metamorphic rocks.
Malachite is a very popular semiprecious gemstone and is sought after by mineral collectors; specimens
with concentric rings are the most highly prized. Due to its softness, malachite is often used for small
carvings, but care should be taken when handling it as its dust is highly toxic. It is also used as an ore of
copper and in ancient times malachite was crushed and used as a pigment.
Marcasite – FeS2 – an iron sulfide mineral.
Marcasite is the lesser known companion of the more famous mineral pyrite.
Its name is actually believed to derive from an Arabic word once used for
pyrite. Both have the same chemical formula, but each crystallizes in
a different crystal system (orthorhombic for marcasite versus isometric for
pyrite), thereby making them scientifically distinct mineral species.
Marcasite is found most often in near-surface deposits, formed at low
temperature from acidic iron sulfide waters. Many low-grade coal beds have
marcasite crystals as impurities and contaminants. In the field, it is easily
distinguished from pyrite by its pale yellow and fibrous or spear-shaped crystals; essentially, it is whiter
and lacks the familiar cubic form of pyrite. An opaque and relatively hard mineral (Mohs 6.0 – 6.5), it has
a metallic luster and streaks grayish black. After long exposures in humid climate, marcasite acquires a
sharp acrid smell, owing to the presence of sulfuric acid.
Marcasite may go through a condition known as pyrite decay, in which a specimen will slowly disintegrate
into a white powder. Little is known about this detrimental condition. It only affects certain marcasite
specimens at random, while other specimens remain unaffected. When a specimen goes through pyrite
decay, the sulfur atoms free themselves and form an acid powder that attacks other sulfide minerals. It is
most important to remove an afflicted specimen from other minerals to prevent this condition from
spreading.
Aggregates of iron sulfide where the crystal structure cannot be determined without complex analysis
may be wrongly labeled by dealers. Some marcasite specimens are labeled as pyrite, and some pyrite
specimens as marcasite. Marcasite has no economic value and is often detrimental in other ore deposits.
In the past, it was used in the manufacture of sulfuric acid.
Muscovite – KAl3Si3O10(OH)2 – a hydrous potassium aluminum silicate.
Muscovite is the most common form of mica. Its name is derived from
"Muscovy Glass", which describes thick sheets of transparent mica that were
once used as a glass substitute in Russia. It occurs in a variety of associations;
in igneous rocks as small flakes, in schist and gneiss of low-to medium-grade
metamorphism, and as a secondary mineral in detrital sediments.
A member of the monoclinic crystal system, muscovite has a vitreous luster, a
white streak and is relatively soft (Mohs 2.5 – 3.0). In the field, it may be readily
seen because of its mirror-like reflecting surfaces. Muscovite varies considerably
in both chemical composition and color, ranging from colorless to pale shades of green, brown, or gray.
While it can come in enormous crystal groupings that weigh several hundred pounds, thin sheets can be
peeled off as layers; the thinner the layer the greater its transparency becomes. Except for large and
resistant specimens, muscovite is very hard to clean. If washed, it will absorb water internally and start to
break apart. The best way to ―wash‖ muscovite and other micas is with a dry electric toothbrush.
In Alabama, muscovite mica is found as sheets or "books" in the metamorphic and igneous rocks of the
Piedmont. Mica-bearing rocks have been mined extensively in Clay county.

Historically, muscovite was used as an early window glass. Its high resistance to heat makes it a good
insulator. It has been used as windows on high-temperature furnaces and ovens and to make circuit
boards. Scrap or flake mica is used by industry in dry-, wet-, or micronized-ground form for use in
construction materials such as roofing, shingles, and wallboard.
Pyrite – FeS2 – iron disulfide.
Popularly known as ―Fool's Gold‖, pyrite is similar in chemical composition
to marcasite, but is considerably harder and does not form a ferrous sulfate
upon alteration. It is often misrepresented and mistaken for gold because of
its pale brass-yellow color.
Pyrite usually is found with other sulfide minerals, such as galena,
chalcopyrite, sphalerite, and arsenopyrite, but it can be detected easily in
fresh rock exposures because of its shiny color and perfect cubic cleavage.
It occurs in all different shapes, including the fascinating perfect cube,
penetration twins and other bizarre crystal forms. Pyrite crystallizes at both high and low temperatures
and is a member of the isometric crystal system. An opaque and relatively hard mineral (Mohs 6.0 – 6.5)
with indistinct cleavage, it has a metallic luster and a greenish-black to brownish-black streak.
In Alabama, pyrite is a common mineral in the Piedmont and occurs in metamorphic, igneous, and
sedimentary rocks. Deposits in the Hillabee Greenstone geologic formation in the vicinity of Pyriton were
first mined in the 1850s by mining companies for the production of sulphur acid and elemental sulfur.
Production of pyrite for sulfur used in manufacturing chemicals continued intermittently until World War I.
The main uses of pyrite today are the production of sulfur dioxide for the paper industry and sulfuric acid
for the chemical industry. Other sources of these substances are replacing what was once produced from
pyrite. It is rarely mined for its iron content because the associated sulfur contaminates the iron to render
it brittle and useless for most applications.
Quartzite – recrystallized sandstone.
Quartzite is a metamorphosed sandstone which has recrystallized along with the
former cementing material to form an interlocking mosaic of quartz crystals where
the individual sand grains are fused. During the recrystallization process, most or
all of the original texture and sedimentary structures of the sandstone are erased.
It is customary to call a rock a quartzite when the cement is so firm that the rock
breaks through the sand grains instead of around them.
This ―metamorphosis‖ is usually related to heat and pressure associated with
tectonic compression within orogenic belts, most typically during mountainbuilding events where continents collide with each other. Since quartzites can
form anywhere heat and pressure change pre-existing sandstone deposits,
they are found both in geologic settings of regional metamorphism (where metamorphism occurs more
from pressure than heat) and contact metamorphism (where metamorphism occurs more from heat than
pressure).
Quartzite is very resistant to chemical weathering and often forms ridges and resistant hilltops. The nearly
pure silica content of the rock provides little to form soil from, therefore the quartzite ridges are often bare
or covered only with a very thin layer of soil and little vegetation.
Pure quartzite is usually white to gray, though quartzites often occur in various shades of pink and red
due to varying amounts of iron oxide. Other colors, such as yellow and orange, are due to other mineral
impurities. Some varieties are designated by the dominant mineral, such as arkose quartzite if it contains
abundant feldspar. If the original sandstone was silty or clayey, the resulting quartzite contains mica. With
an increase of mica, quartzite may grade into a quartz schist.

Quartzite has a glassy luster. When weathered it can have a granular appearance, but freshly broken
surfaces appear even because the break goes through the intergrown quartz grains. By comparison,
sandstone breaks around the quartz grains and therefore shows a granular appearance on a freshly
broken surface. Minor amounts of former cementing materials—iron oxide, silica, carbonate and clay-often migrate during recrystallization and metamorphosis. This causes streaks and lenses to form within
the quartzite.
In local areas where quartzite may be nearly pure, it is used in the making of glass. Other uses for
quartzite are riprap for dam construction, road material, and building stone.
Schist – a course grained metamorphic rock.
The term ―schist‖ comes from a Greek word meaning to split. By definition,
schist is a fine- to medium-grained metamorphic rock that contains more
than 50% platy and elongated minerals (often interleaved with quartz and
feldspar) and has a tendency to split or cleave along the foliation direction.
Most schist is considered to have originally been shale which has been
subjected to higher temperatures of metamorphism than phyllite, but less
than gneiss. Some schist is also believed to be formed by metamorphism of
igneous rock. It is layered in appearance—quartz, micas, and amphiboles
are primary minerals in schist—and the crystals are large enough to see with the naked eye.
The more important varieties of schist are named for the dominant ferro-magnesium minerals present,
such as biotite schist, muscovite schist, and hornblende schist. Other minerals which may occur in schist
are quartz, various carbonates, and chlorite. Some schist contains large crystals (phenocrysts) of
accessory minerals, such as garnet, kyanite, staurolite, tourmaline, pyrite, and magnetite.
Specimens of various types of schist may be found throughout the Piedmont area of Alabama.
In general, schist has little industrial use because it weathers readily on exposure. However, some types
of schist have been used to a limited extent for inside ornamental building stone.
Additional Minerals of Clay County
In addition to azurite biotite, conglomerate, garnet, malachite, marcasite, muscovite, pyrite, quartzite and
schist, the www.mindat.org website currently lists the presence of 75 other mineral specimens in Clay
County. They include: actinolite, albite, ‗albite-anorthite series‘, almandine, ‗alum group‘, andalusite (var:
chiastolite), anglesite, ‗apatite‘, arsenolite, arsenopyrite, augite, baryte, beryl, bismuth, bismuthinite,
bismutite, carminite, cassiterite, chalcanthite, chalcocite, chalcopyrite, ‗chlorite group‘, chrysocolla,
clinozoisite, copper, covellite, cryptomelane, epidote, galena, gibbsite, goethite, gold, graphite, greenalite,
hematite, hollandite, ‗hornblende‘, ilmenite, kaolinite, ‗K feldspar‘, kyanite, limonite, lithiophorite,
magnetite, microcline, molybdenite, muscovite (var: sericite), nontronite, ‗olivine‘, opal (var: opal-AN),
orthoclase, paratacamite, pharmacosiderite, pitticite, planerite, pyrolusite, pyrrhotite, quartz (var: smoky
quartz), rhodonite, roscoelite, schorl, scorodite, sillimanite, spessartine, sphalerite, staurolite, talc,
tenorite, titanite, ‗tourmaline‘, tremolite, turquoise, vermiculite, wavellite, and zoisite.
Over 200 mines are on record in Clay County, spread throughout the entire area.
Sources:
http://claycochamber.com/category/clay-county/county-history
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/
http://www.bernardine.com/gemstones/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/
http://www.ehow.com/
http://www.galleries.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://geology.com/minerals/
http://www.minerals.net/
http://www.minerals-n-more.com/
http://www.rocksandminerals4u.com/schist.html
http://www.mindat.org/loc-3282.html
http://www.mindat.org/locdetailed-3282.html
http://www.mindat.org/lsearch.php?from=nsearch&loc=alabama

Club Meeting – March 2012

Another big crowd for the meeting this month and
Show & Tell featured some spectacular finds.
There were also plenty of “freebies” for us all to
share…a truckload, in fact. Woo hoo!!!

Hogg Mine Dig – March 2012
We had a small group of
Dothan and Panama City folks
on hand for the March dig at
Hogg Mine, including a few
enthusiastic first-timers. The
weather couldn’t have been
better. The “finds,” however,
could have been a bit more
exciting. As the pictures show,
we looked high and low,
hammered and dug… in the
trenches, pits and along the
wall. A few folks came away
with some nice pieces; the
rest of us stopped for ice
cream on the way home.

April Birthdays

Random Rock Facts

APR 7

Minerals which have the same chemistry but different crystal
structures are called polymorphs. An example of this is diamond and
graphite; both are carbon, but the former is the hardest mineral on the
Mohs scale and the latter is the softest.

Joe Schings

APR 13 Diane Rodenhizer
APR 23 Neil Pollan
APR 25 Ken Johnson

In diamond, the carbon atoms are linked together in a rigid threedimensional network, whereas in graphite, there are only weak forces
between the layers of atoms holding the sheets together (known as
the van der Waals forces). Because these forces are weak, the sheets
in graphite can easily slide past each other.
Diamond is the birthstone for April.
Sources: www.original-diamonds.com/jewelry_knowledge_facts.php
www.enmu.edu/services/museums/miles-mineral/diamond.shtml

Meeting Information
Time: 2:00 PM
Date: Fourth Sunday of each month (except June, July and August)
Place: Fellowship Hall – Tabernacle United Methodist Church
4329 S. Brannon Stand Road
(intersection of Brannon Stand Road and Hwy 52)
Dothan, AL

Website:

www.wiregrassrockhounds.com

Officers
President – JoAn Lambert
334-792-7116
Vice President – Jeff DeRoche
334-673-3554
Secretary/Webmaster – Pat LeDuc
334-806-5626

Objectives

Classified Ads

Treasurer – Diane Rodenhizer
334-447-3610

To stimulate interest in lapidary, earth
science and, when necessary, other
related fields.

Looking for an item to round
out your rock collection?

Bulletin Editor – Joan Blackwell
334-503-0308
Tsavorite7@aol.com

To sponsor an educational program within
the membership to increase the knowledge
of its members in the properties,
identifications and evaluations of rocks,
minerals, fossils and other related subjects.
To cooperate and aid in the solution of its
members’ problems encountered in the
Club’s objectives.
To cooperate with other mineralogical and
geological clubs and societies.
To arrange and conduct field trips to
facilitate the collection of minerals.
To provide opportunity for exchange and
exhibition of specimens and materials.
To conduct its affairs without profit and to
refrain from using its assets for pecuniary
benefit of any individual or group.

Got a specimen, tool or
handicraft for sale or trade?
Submit the pertinent details to
th
me by the 10 of each month
and your inclinations will be
made known to the
membership in the next
bulletin.
N. J. Blackwell
28 Lakeview Trail, Apt. C
Daleville, AL 36322
Phone: 334-503-0308
Email: Tsavorite7@aol.com

Annual Dues
Single $15
Family $20

Membership Chair – Diane Rodenhizer
334-447-3610
Show Chair – Arnie Lambert
334-792-7116
Field Trips Chair – Ken Wilson
850-547-9577
Hospitality Chair – Meredith Capshaw
334-684-9448
Club Hostess – Laural Meints
334-723-2695

Refreshments
APR – No meeting due to show
MAY – Joe & Margie Cody
JUN – No meeting

Where you might hear…
Three terms frequently used to describe the textures of
metamorphic rocks are:

Porphyroblastic – distinct crystals in a finer-grained
matrix, e.g., garnet, staurolite, etc.

Granoblastic – having a texture in which the crystal
fragments are irregular and angular and appear like a mosaic
under the microscope.

Crystalloblastic – a crystalline texture of any size—from
very fine to extremely large—that results from metamorphic
recrystallization under conditions of high viscosity and directed
pressure.
Sources: National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Rocks and Minerals, Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, 1994 and www.merriam-webster.com/
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